Typhlitis in acute leukemia: successful treatment by early surgical intervention.
Inflammation of the cecum ("typhlitis") has been an unusual, but generally fatal complication of severe granulocytopenia and immunosuppression, occurring during the therapy of hematological malignancies. The diagnosis has usually been made only at autopsy, and early surgical intervention has often been withheld because of the patient's precarious hematological status. We report here a patient in whom the clinical diagnosis of typhlitis led to early operation, with intensive blood component support. The successful outcome suggests that such an approach might improve the usually grim prognosis in patients whose underlying malignancy offers a clear chance for remission.